THE AMERICAN NOVEL

even to be called by name. He had still enough energy, how-
ever, to undertake and to complete his trilogy of Uttiepagc
Manuscripts: Satanstoe (1845), The Ctenibearer (iK.|O, and
The Redskins  (1846). Having tried the autobiographical
method with Miles Wallingford in Afloat ;nuJ AsJwre, Cooper
now repeated it through three generations of a New York
family. In the last he involved himself deeply in the question
of antkentism then stirring, took his stand on the side of
the landlords who Cooper thought should he supported in the
interests of the whole society, and produced a hook which
is dull except as a document. The second is hotter by one of
Cooper's most powerful figures, the squatter 'lltottsumlucrcs,
another backwoods Titan of the breed of Ishmacl Bush. 'Hie
first, if a little aside from Cooper's best woik, is so only
because he was never quite at his best but when lie dealt with
Leather-Stocking and his fortunes. No other novel by Cooper,
or by any other writer, gives so firm and convincing a picture
of colonial New York, when Pinkster, the annual holiday of
the slaves, was still a great day in Manhattan; when at Albany
the Patroon still kept up something like baronial state; and
when throughout the province a traditional order still went
normally unchallenged. Even Cooper has no more exciting
struggle than that of Corny Littlcpagc with the icy Hudson,
But the special virtue of Satanstoe is a quality Cooper no-
where else displays, a positive charm in the way Littlepngc
unfolds his memories (now sweetened by many years) and
his humorous crotchets in the same words, Unfortunately
Cooper did not carry this vein further. With Ins family and a
few friends he lived his latter days m honor and affection, but
he held the public at a sour distance, and before his death in
1851 set his face against a reconciliation even in the future
by forbidding any biography to be authorised. The publication
of his correspondence after seventy years and of an authorized
life after eighty came so late that his character is less familiar
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